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In an era when household pets are considered part of the fam-
ily, a new exhibition at the Brooklyn Museum, “Soulful Crea-
tures: Animal Mummies in Ancient Egypt,” is surc to strike a
chord. The first devoted to the ritual mummification of cats,
dogs, snakes, birds, and other creatures, the show explores a
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preserved bodics of dead animals (but not pets) were thought
to act as intermediaries with the gods, like “problem-solving
devices sent to help with issues on Earth,” sz urator Edward
Bleiberg. Among the 45 mummies are several with no actual
remains inside, perhaps fakes sold, he notes, by disreputable
priests (September 29-January 21, 2018; brooklynmuscum.org),
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